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The complexities of masculinity, both on- and off-screen,
depiction of gender violence in cinema, and the creative

responsibility of all involved became the main focus of the
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Cinema as a mirror

The role of cinema in shaping social consciousness has
always been highlighted, especially in light of how male
characters are portrayed and presented of late. “Cinemais a
very faithful younger sister or brother of society. As soon as
the elder brother does something, we latch on to a trend.
That's it. We don't create a trend, we latch on to the trend,’
he said, adding that the films reflect societal trends, from the
gold smugglers of the '70s to the drug lords in the "90s.

Class 12 Bihar Board results are out! Click NOW to see your
scorecard.

Reflecting on the evolution of depicting violence against
women, the 57-year-old shared, “| think the depiction of
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Rahul Bose on masculinity,
gender violence and

Movies - Sexism + Discrimination - Human Rights
22 Mar 2025 +1 more Nawya Sharma

Navyasharma@hindustantimes.com

The complexities of masculinity,
both on- and off-screen, depiction of
gender violence in cinema, and the
creative responsibility of all involved
became the main focus of the even-
ing as actoractivist Rahul Bose joined
Sara Abdullah in the Capital on Wed-
nesday for a fireside chat at CEQUIN's

Mardon Wali Baat: Unlearnt and
Rescripted.

CINEMA AS A MIRROR

The role of cinema shaping social
consciousness has always been high-
lighted, especially in light of how
male characters are portrayed and
presented of late. “Cinema is a very
faithful younger sister or brother of
society. As soon as the elder brother

cinema

does something, we latch on to a
trend. That’s it. We don’t create a
trend, we latch on to the trend,” he
said, adding that the films reflect
societal trends, from the gold smu
glers of the *70s to the drug lords i
the "90s.

Shabana (Azmi, actor) told me 1
played the role (of a chauvinisti
husband in Dil Dhadakne Do,

2015) without compromising. I
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Rahul Bose on
~ masculinity,
nder violence
and cinema

said if I tone down the black, mes-
sage won't come out. RAHUL
BOSE, Actor-activist

Reflecting on the evolution of depict-
ing violence against women, the 57-
year-old shared, “I think the depic-
tion of violence against women (in
cinema) has been rocky, patchy, up
and down, but it hasn't gone up,

neither has it gone down. It comes
and goes as it needs to get.”

HOW MEN PROCESS
VIOLENCE

As the conversation moved on to how
men process violence when it hap-
pens to the real women in their own
lives, the actor felt compelled to point
out how the men’s emotions of con-
fusion and anger are often over-
looked. “Around every assault,
molestation, rape, or death of a
woman through violence against her,
there is a confused brother, there is
an angry father. And there is even an
ashamed grandfather — for the
wrong reasons.”
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R Actor Rahul Bose has recalled getting paid a fraction of what

20D e his Chameli co-star Kareena Kapoor earned in the 2003 film. -

Donald Trump Speaking at the Mardon Wali Baat, a national conference on ;t'

men, masculinities and gender-based violence, Rahul, as
Kunal Kamra

reported by news agency PTlI, said that Kareena Kapoor was
Javed Akhtar

the bigger star and could draw people to theatres. (Also Read

RECR SHar | Kareena Kapoor would continue to act even after | forgot to

Ananya Panday say cut, recalls Chameli director Sudhir Mishra)
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Speaking at the ‘Mardon Wali Baat’, a national conference on men, masculinities and gender based
violence, Bose humorously called himself a ‘starlet’
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Rahul Bose reveals he earned a fraction of
what Kareena Kapoor was paid in 'Chameli’
'Men have also been starlets'

TOI Entertainment Desk / etimes.in / Mar 20, 2025,

01:32 IST [ﬁSHARE] [@] [AA] [mewus @]

Rahul Bose humorously called himself a "starlet” in Chameli, earning less than Kareena
Kapoor. He believes the film industry is equitable in pay. Bose also discussed cinema's
reflection of societal realities and the challenges of filmmaking, praising Saty ... Read More
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Rahul Bose revealed he earned

significantly less than Kareena Kapoor
for the 2003 film Chameli,

acknowledging her star power and

ability to attract audiences. Speaking at

the 'Mardon Wali Baat' conference, Bose
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Over 6 Million Young Men Engaged: CEQUIN’s
‘Mardon Wali Baat’ Pushes Masculinity Reform
Beyond Conversations

March 25, 2025
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CEQUIN’s ‘Mardon Wali Baat —
Unlearnt & Rescripted’ Sparks
National Dialogue On
Redefining Masculinity And
Gender Equality.

[« tripurastarnews30 - @ March 24, 2025 + 4 minread
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Rahul Bose Reveals Why He Gave 'Safe Word' To Triptii
Dimri While Filming Bulbbul: I Was Shaken To The Core

Rahul Bose revealed that he gave Triptii Dimri a safe word while filming Bulbbul
due to his character's extreme violence. Speaking at a recent event, he shared
how the role deeply affected him and how the safe word ensured Triptii felt secure

during the intense scenes.

&s Curated by: Risha Ganguly | Updated Mar 21, 2025, 19:46 IST o @ @ @
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CEQUIN's ‘Mardon Wali Baat - Unlearnt & Rescripted’ Sparks
National Dialogue on Indian Masculinities

® Women News Network ® March 19,2025 4minread
v]|ofSin|e o=

Delhi based nonprofit organiztion CEQUIN (Centre for Equity and Inclusion) and Rohini Nilekani Philanthropies hosted a
National Conference on Men, Masculinities & Gender-Based Violence at India Habitat Centre, New Delhi. Titled
‘Mardon Wali Baat: Unpacking Patriarchy, Gender Stereotypes & the Shaping of Indian Masculinities,” the day-long conference
brought together thought leaders, policymakers, activists, influencers, and practitioners to challenge gender norms, address

patriarchal conditioning, and redefine masculinities in contemporary India.

Rohini Nilekani, Chairperson, Rohini Nilekani Philanthropies, delivered the keynote address, setting the tone for
urgent and inclusive conversations on gender equity. Shombi Sharp, United Nations Resident Coordinator in India,
emphasized the importance of engaging men in gender discourse, while Sara Abdullah Pilot, Co-Founder & Chairperson,

CEQUIN, and Lora Krishnamurthi Prabhu, Co-Founder & Managing Director, CEQUIN, welcomed speakers and
delegates.
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Rahul Bose: 'T am never the guy who brings
people into the theatre’

Speaking at 'Mardon Wali Baat', a national conference on men, masculinity and gender based violence, Bose humorously called himself a
starlet

PTI | Published 20.03.25, 10:46 AM
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Actor Rahul Bose on Wednesday said he was paid a fraction of what Kareena
Kapoor earned for the 2003 film "Chameli" as she was the bigger star and could

draw people to theatres.

®®®

Speaking at the 'Mardon Wali Baat', a national conference on men, masculinities

and gender based violence, Bose humorously called himself a starlet.

"Men have also been starlets, and I am a shining example of that... I was the
starlet in '‘Chameli’, Kareena was the star; she gets more people into the theatre
even today than I would. Simple as that. I was paid a fraction of what Kareena was

paid. It's completely logical... The people who actually govern who will come in,

® ® ® (

you better take the ratio. It has happened. It has happened to me throughout my

career. I am never the guy who brings people into the theatre.

"I have produced two films. I would not pay me more than what I got. So I don't
buy this (gender pay disparity); the film industry is super equitable in that way.
You get the money, you get paid, you don’t get the money, you get paid less..."
said Bose, claiming that the number of women working in the film industry is

more than any other industry.
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Rahul Bose On Being Paid A
Fraction Of What Kareena
Kapoor Was Offered In Chameli:
"I Was The Starlet, She Was The
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The film Chameli was directed by Sudhir Mishra
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You have starlets in men too. I am a
shining example: Rahul Bose

Speaking at the 'Mardon Wali Baat', a national conference on men, masculinities and ‘
gender based violence, Bose humorously called himself a starlet.

‘PTI

Last Updated : 19 March 2025, 19:10 IST
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You have starlets in men too, I am a shining example:
Rahul Bose

“Men have also been starlets, and I am a shining example of that... I was the starlet in ‘Chameli’,
Kareena was the star; she gets more people into the theatre even today than I would. Simple as
that. I was paid a fraction of what Kareena was paid. It’s completely logical... The people who
actually govern who will come in, you better take the ratio. It has happened. It has happened to
me throughout my career. I am never the guy who brings people into the theatre.

“I have produced two films. I would not pay me more than what I got. So I don’t buy this
(gender pay disparity); the film industry is super equitable in that way. You get the money, you
get paid, you don'’t get the money, you get paid less...” said Bose, claiming that the number of
women working in the film industry is more than any other industry.

Discussing the portrayal of masculinity and violence against women in Indian cinema, the 57-
year-old actor acknowledged that cinema, being highly visible, often becomes the favourite
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Actor Rahul Bose recently reflected on the pay disparity between him and Kareena Kapoor

during the making of the 2003 film Chameli. Speaking at Mardon Wali Baat, a national

conference on men, masculinities, and gender-based violence, he admitted that Kareena

was the bigger star and naturally commanded a higher paycheck.
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played the role of ‘starlets’ over the years.

i'_! conference, Rahul Bose playfully described

himself as a 'starlet, ucknowledglng the reahty of the industry’'s dynamics. He said, "Men have

also been starlets, and | am a shining example of that. | was the starlet in Chameli, and
Kareena was the star. She gets more people into the theatre even today than | would. Simple
as that.”

He further added, “l was paid a fraction of what Kareena was paid. It's completely logical. The
people who actually govern who will come in, you better take the ratio. It has happened.”

Reflecting on his career, the Chameli actor shared that this pattern had persisted, as he was
never the actor who drove audiences to theaters. Rahul Bose also added that he sees the
film industry as “fair” when it comes to pay, arguing that earnings are directly tied to an
actor’s box office appeal. Having produced two films himself, he admitted that even he
wouldn’'t have paid himself more than what he received.
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Mumbai (Maharashtra) [India] March 20: The 2003 movie Chameli which was directed by Sudhir
Mishra, had an unfo rgettable performance by Kareena Kapoor. Rahul Bose who featured with her in

the movie, recently talked about working with her & admitted that she was the movie's main lead.
Also, he said that his pay was a small part of what she made. He talked about his opinions on
disparities in compensation in the industry and said that over the years, male actors have also been

"starlets.”

According to PTI, Rahul Bose laughed about calling himself a "starlet"at the Mardon Wali Baat
conference, identifying the way the business works. "Men have also been galaxies, and | am an
outstanding instance of that,” he said. In Chameli, Kareena was the star and | was the lead. Even

now, she gets more people into the show than | do. As Simple as that.
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YOU HAVE STARLETS IN MEN TOO, | AM A
SHINING EXAMPLE: RAHUL BOSE

NEW DELHI, March 20: Actor
Rahul Bose on Wednesday said he
was paid a fraction of what Ka-
reena Kapoor earned for the 2003
film "Chameli" as she was the big-
ger star and could draw people to
theatres.

Speaking at the 'NiardonWali
Baart', a national conference on
men, masculinities and gender
based violence. Bose humorously
called himself a starlet.

"Men have also been starlets,
and I am a shining example of
that... I was the starlet in
'Chameli', Kareena was the star;
she gets more people into the the-
atre even today than I would. Sim-

ple as that. [ was paid a fraction of

what Kareena was paid. It's com-
pletely logical... The people who
actually govern who will come in,
yvou better take the ratio. It has
happened. It has happened to me

throughout my career. I am never
the guy who brings people into the
theatre.

"I have produced two films. I
would not pay me more than what
I got. So I don't buy this (gender
pay disparity): the film industry is
super equitable in that way. You
get the money, you get paid, you
don’t get the money, you get paid
less..." said Bose, claiming that the
number of women working in the
film industry is more than any
other industry.

Discussing the portrayal of mas-
culinity and violence against
women in Indian cinema, the 57-
year-old actor acknowledged that
cinema, being highly visible. often
becomes the favourite "whipping
boy".

Bose said it simply reflects the
realities of society, for better or
worse, and likened cinema to a

"faithful younger sibling” of soci-
ety.

"As soon as the elder brother
does something, we latch on to a
trend. That's it. We don't create
trends, we latch onto the trend..
We are looking to see where is the
'hawa', what is catching, and then
we pick it up, sometimes you do it
well, sometimes you don't," he ex-
plained.

Bose. star of acclaimed films
like “Mr and Mrs Iyer™, “The
Japanese Wife”, “Jhankaar Beats™,
said it all starts with society.

On the depiction of violence
against women. he noted that since
the "50s, the portrayal has been in-
consistent, neither improving nor
declining significantly.

"1 think the depiction has been
rocky, patchy, up and down," he
added.

Bose has directed only two films

"Everybody Says I'm Fine!" and
"Poorna: Courage has no Limit",
but he would pick it over anything
else he has done in filmmaking be-
cause "it's the most challenging
and amazing thing to do in the
world".

"You have to be part architect,
part interior designer, part psy-
chologist, part painter, part musi-
cian, part lyricist, part actor. It's
asking you to do everything at that
moment in five minutes." he
noted.

Bose, like many, considers
Satyajit Ray to be an inspiration.

"Ray was so great because he
was a polymath, he could do 19
things. He did the camera work, he
composed the music, he was work-
il;% with Ravi Shankar, he is doing

ligraphy. Ray Roman is a font, 1
mean, the guy was a dude, it's just
amazing." he added. (PTI)
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‘Your safe word is Rahul’: Actor Rahul Bose on
violent scene with Triptii Dimri in Bulbbul
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L sara Abdullah and Rahul Bose

The complexities of masculinity, both on- and off-screen, depiction of gender violence in
cinema, and the creative responsibility of all involved became the main focus of the
evening as actor-activist Rahul Bose joined Sara Abdullah in the Capital on Wednesday for
a fireside chat at CEQUIN's Mardon Wali Baat: Unlearnt and Rescripted.
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"Mard hone ka matlab sirf mazboot hona nahi,
mehsoos Karna bhi hal.” Q

That's the message at the heart of CEQUIN 4
India’'s Mardon Wali Baat—a campaign
redefining masculinity with empathy, care, and ;:>

courage. X

Masculinity.in Indiatg By collaborating with 44 digital influencers,

is embracing Chcmg%) CEQUIN India is sparking conversations on @
Redefining masculinities and building safe
spaces online—where men can see

vulnerability as strength, not weakness.

TheBetterindia & @  Follow

"Mard hone ka matlab sirf mazboot hon... more =ee
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“Mard hone ka matlab sirf mazboot hona nahi, mehsoos karna bhi hai.”

That’s the message at the heart of CEQUIN India’s Mardon Wali Baat—a
campaign redefining masculinity with empathy, care, and courage.

By collaborating with 44 digital influencers, CEQUIN India is sparking
conversations on Redefining masculinities and building safe spaces
online—where men can see vulnerability as strength, not weakness.

To know more, visit cequinindia.org

In partnership with @CEQUIN2009
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thebetterindia # 5d
"Mard hone ka matlab sirf mazboot
hona nahi, mehsoos karna bhi hai.”

That's the message at the heart of
CEQUIN India’s Mardon Wali Baat—a
campaign redefining masculinity with
empathy, care, and courage.

By collaborating with 44 digital
influencers, CEQUIN India is sparking
conversations on Redefining
masculinities and building safe spaces
online—where men can see

vulnerability as strength, not weakness.

To know more, visit cequinindia.org

In partnership with @cequinindia
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“Mard hone ka matlab sirf mazboot hona nahi, mehsoos karna bhi hai.”
PTEEti bhinder That's the message at the heart of CEQUIN India’s Mardon Wali Baat—a campaign
Student at Delhi University redefining masculinity with empathy, care, and courage.
Delhi
® Delhi University By collaborating with 44 digital influencers, CEQUIN India is sparking conversations

on Redefining masculinities and building safe spaces online—where men can see

vulnerability as strength, not weakness.
Access exclusive tools & insights

& Try Premium for 0 To know more, visit cequinindia.org

In partnership with CEQUIN - Centre for Equity & Inclusion

View all analytics
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THE QUIET REVOLUTION
ATTEMPTING T0 REDEFINE
INDIAN MASCULINITY

(2? Read more
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#Collab
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How do you talk to your kids
about toxic masculinity so they
actually listen?

@ tweakindia & « Follow

tweakindia # Between the movies they enjoy, the viral videos
they watch, and even the conversations they overhear, it's no
secret that your child’s earliest impressions of gender justice
begin at home. Often, we assume that toxic masculinity only
rears its ugly head in the deep, dark corners of the internet—
where fans of Andrew Tate lurk freely—when in reality, it's
dadaji's sexist remarks that are the final nail in the coffin.

In light of this, the NGO Centre for Equity & Inclusion
(@cequinindia) recognises that men need to play a more active
role in tackling toxic masculinity, especially while raising kids.
They carried out a digital campaign, #MardonWaliBaat, with 44
male micro-influencers and encouraged them to initiate
conversations about this through socially responsible content.
Later, they showcased the campaign at a national conference
called ‘Unpacking Patriarchy, Gender Stereotypes & the Shaping
of Indian Masculinities,’ held on March 19, 2025, at India Habitat
Centre, New Delhi.
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How to talk to your Kkids about toxic
masculinity so they actually listen

Parenting lessons on gender equality we've taken away from CEQUIN's national event,

‘Mardon Wali Baat’

Between the film they enjoy, the viral videos they watch, and even the conversations they
overhear, it’s no secret that your child’s earliest impressions of gender justice begins at
home. Often, we assume that toxic masculinity only rears its ugly head in the deep, dark
corners of the internet—where fans of Andrew Tate lurk freely (This is how you can talk to

your son about it)—when in reality, it's dadaji’s sexist remarks that are the final nail in the

coffin.
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CEQUIN's ‘Mardon Wali Baat’ Sparks
Nationwide Change In Masculinity And
Gender Equity

CEQUIN’s ‘#MardonWaliBaat - Unlearnt & Rescripted’, is a digital campaign at the forefront of the change, challenging patriarchal norms
and encouraging men to embrace empathy, vulnerability, and shared responsibility.
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Why do men struggle with talking
about their emotions?

i ) shethepeopletv & - Following
mf Original audio
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Sara Abdullah Pilot, co-founder and
chairperson of CEQUIN, has been
instrumental in promoting women's
rights and gender equality in India. She
talks about why men often find it
challenging to express their emotions,
emphasising the need for open
dialogue and emotional literacy.

What are your thoughts?
[ Emotional Well being, Mens Mental
Health, Gender Equality, Womens

Rights, Emotional Literacy, Mental
Health Awareness |
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@ Home Rahul Bose, Actor and President of the
Indian Rugby Association, shares a
strong message on how women

Q Search athletes don't need people to be their
“allies,” they just need them to step out
of their way.

@ Explore _ _
No special treatment or protection. Just
equal opportunities, equal respect, and

@ ool the same space to grow and shine.
What are your thoughts?
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We're not
just pushing
for inclusion;
we're
building a
future where
equity is the
default, not
the demand.
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esheworld « Follow

esheworld In India, masculinity has long been a rigid script —
strength without softness, control without care, emotional
repression mistaken for stoicism. But a quiet revolution, driven by
the efforts of committed individuals, is now attempting to tear that
script apart.

Many of these individuals and organisations came together last
month at a national conference in Delhi titled ‘Mardon Wali Baat:
Unpacking Patriarchy, Gender Stereotypes and the Shaping of
Indian Masculinities’, organised by the nonprofit @CEQUINIndia
(Centre for Equity and Inclusion).

Headed by social activists Sara Abdullah Pilot and Lora Prabhu, the
NGO is helping to reshape what it means to be masculine in the
public eye by cultivating a league of 42 male social-media
influencers from North and Central India besides over 10 lakh
‘agents of change’ on the ground.

These boys are not just trending - they're transforming.
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